362        PALAVER WITH THE KING.

came on board to have a grand palaver with
Lieutenant Badgeley. concerning the attempted
assassination of Captain Gainings' mate, on the
preceding day. The Frenchman's name was Fer-
rard, and this monster was no less than the Cap-
tain of a slave-vessel. The cause of this palaver,
was an imperative demand, on the part of Captain
Cumings, that the Duke should deliver the French-
man into our hands, in order that he should be
given up to justice in the event of the mate's
death: but the Duke made great difficulties con-
cerning the practicability of securing this man, and
offered many excuses to escape the acknowledg-
ment of any responsibility in the matter. It was
clear enough that he wished to protect the assassin,
as indeed it was his policy to shield the slavers,
whose trade was more lucrative to him, than that of
any other class of persons. Finding himself some-
what embarrassed in the conversation, he made an
apology for leaving the vessel, saying he would
go on shore and see what could be done, inviting
us at the same time to finish the palaver at his
house. Accordingly we all went on shore, after
breakfast, attended by two marines. A second
palaver took place, which was merely a repetition
of the first, and when it terminated, he presented
us with some excellent Champagne, and then exhi-
bited a quantity of fine clothes, with a variety of
other articles, all of which he said he had received
as presents. The only dress His Majesty wore, when